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DECLINED REFERRAL FORM 

NOTICE: COLPOSCOPY NOT REQUIRED 

Date: 

Based on this woman’s referral cytology and/or HPV test result, she is at low risk for high-grade dysplasia or 
cervical cancer.  

It does not appear that she requires a colposcopic assessment. Colposcopy has not been scheduled. If this 
referral has been based on additional information, please advise and we will re-evaluate. 

Any visible cervical abnormalities or abnormal symptoms must be investigated by a specialist (e.g., 
colposcopist, gyne-oncologist, gynecologist) regardless of cytology findings. 

As per the Ontario Cervical Screening Program’s cervical screening guidelines, the criteria for referral to 
colposcopy for screening detected cervical cytologic abnormalities are as follows: 

Age group Screening Results 

Women of any age High-grade abnormal cytology, including ASC-H, HSIL, AGC or greater 

Women age 30 and 
older 

Low-grade cytology: 

 One LSIL;

 ASCUS + consecutive low-grade abnormal (ASCUS + ASCUS or ASCUS + LSIL);

 LSIL + consecutive low-grade abnormal (LSIL + LSIL or LSIL + ASCUS);

 One ASCUS + HPV-positive; or

 One LSIL + HPV-positive.

Women age 29 and 
younger 

Low-grade cytology: 

 One LSIL;

 ASCUS + consecutive low-grade abnormal (ASCUS + ASCUS or ASCUS + LSIL); or

 LSIL + consecutive low-grade abnormal (LSIL + LSIL or LSIL + ASCUS).

Note: current evidence does not support HPV testing for women under 30 because the 
rate of transient (clinical inconsequential) infections is higher younger women.1 

AGC = atypical glandular cells HPV = human papillomavirus 
ASC-H = atypical squamous cells – cannot exclude HSIL HSIL = high-grade squamous intraepithelial lesion 
ASCUS = atypical squamous cells of undetermined significance LSIL = low-grade squamous intraepithelial lesion 

Women over 30 with LSIL or ASCUS Pap, who are HPV negative, do not require colposcopy and should be 
screened triennially. These women are at or below population risk for high-grade dysplasia or cervical cancer. 

For further information on screening and colposcopy recommendations for Ontario see 
cancercare.on.ca/pcs/screening/cervscreening/hcpresources. 

, MD, Colposcopist 
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