
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Your questions answered 

What you need 
to know about 
biosimilar drugs 

What are biologics and biosimilars? 

• Biologics are drugs that are made from living cells, 
like those from animals, bacteria or yeast. 

• Biosimilars are highly similar copies of reference 
biologic drugs (the original brand name biologic 
drug) that have already been sold in Canada. 

Are biosimilars new? 

• Biosimilars are not new. Europe and Canada have 
used biosimilars to treat diseases for many years, 
including arthritis, Crohn’s disease and diabetes. 

• Canada has used biosimilars since 2016 to treat 
the side efects of cancer treatments. 

• Europe has used biosimilars since 2017 
to treat cancer. 

• Now, many of the same biosimilars used in Europe 
to treat cancer are being used in Canada. 

Are biosimilars safe and efective? 

• Yes, biosimilars are safe and work in the exact same 
way as the reference biologic drug to treat your 
cancer. There are no clinically meaningful diferences 
between a biosimilar and its reference biologic drug. 

• As with any drug, there is always a risk that you may 
have side efects. Your healthcare team will manage 
any side efects you may have. 

This document has been created by the pan-Canadian Oncology Biosimilars Initiative, which is a joint initiative between the 
pan-Canadian Pharmaceutical Alliance and Cancer Care Ontario (in time, Ontario Health) on behalf of all provincial, territorial 
and federal public drug plans. 



  
 

 

 

 

 

Why am I being prescribed a biosimilar? Notes: 

• You are being prescribed a biosimilar because it is 
an efective treatment for your cancer and works in 
the exact same way as the reference biologic drug. 

• Biosimilars are less expensive to produce than the 
reference biologic drug, reducing costs by up to 
$1.8 billion each year. The money saved can be 
spent on the newest and best treatments to help 
improve patient outcomes. 

How will I be monitored? 

• All patients on any type of cancer treatment will 
be monitored by their healthcare team. If you have 
any problems during treatment, speak to your 
healthcare team right away. 

Who should I contact if I have questions? 

• Contact your healthcare team if you have any 
questions about the drug you are taking, treatment 
or side efects. 

To fnd out more, visit: 

cancercareontario.ca/Biosimilars 

Developed in consultation with: 

Need this information in an accessible format? 
1-877-280-8538, TTY 1-800-855-0511, info@ontariohealth.ca CPQ4239 

mailto:info@ontariohealth.ca


Accessibility Report

		Filename: 

		CPQ_4239_Biosimilar_Revised_AODA_EN.pdf



		Report created by: 

		Redcurrent

		Organization: 

		



 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]

Summary

The checker found no problems in this document.

		Needs manual check: 1

		Passed manually: 1

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 2

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 0



Detailed Report

		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Skipped		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting




Back to Top